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“ Creating a bette futureby building upon successes of thepast”

WORKING WITH OUR TRANSPORTATION PLANNING NEIGHBOR

The Nevada County Transportaion Conmission (NCTC) and its muntempart, Placer County
Transportation Planning Agency (PCTPA), havejoi ned forces through a Joint Subcommittee tha meets, as
needed, to disausstransportaion planningissuestha overl gpthetwo counties. Members of this subconmittes
from Placer County are Sherrie Bladmun, Colfax Cound | member; Kathy Sends, Aubum Cound | member;
Harrig White, County Board of Supervisors; and alternae Roger Imsdahl, citizen representative. Placer
support staffare: CeliaMcAdam PCTPA ExecutiveDirecor, LindaA eschliman, PCTPA Planner; and Rick
Dondro, Deputy Director of Placer County PublicWorks. TheNeveada County mermbers are: Peer Van Zart,
NCTC Chairman; Chet Krage and Ann Guerra, NCTC Commi ssioners. Nevada County support gaff for the
subconmmittee are: DanLandon, NCTCExecutiveDirector; and John Runsey, Nevada County Departmentot
Transportaion and Sanitaion.

Topics of disaussion haveinduded: Altematives to the SR 49 corridor for travel to and from I-80;
improvements on SR 49 from|-80 upto Grass Valley; partneringin alternaive trangortati on efforts such as
Amtrak' s Cepitd Corridor, aColfax to Sacramento conmuter bus, aninproved bussystemfromGrass Vdey
to Aubum, afeasibility gudy fortrain servicefrom Sacramento to Reno; an Intd ligent Transportation Systars
(ITS) Strategic Deployment Plan (which was aopted in May's NCTC meeting); and, recongrudion and
widening of the Union Pacific Railroad undercrossng on SR 89 in Truckee, known as the® nousehol€”.

NCTC andPCTPA aso nonitor projedswith benefitsand/or i mpactstha crossthe county lines, suchas
the Martis Valley Commmunity Plan. Both transportation planning agend es are members ofthe TNT/TMA
(Truckee-North Tahoe/Transportaion Management A ssod ation) where interregional projects such asthe
Winter Shuttle Service have been devd oped and i mplemented.

We arefeaturing some of these joint planning proj ects to giveyou abroader pi ¢ure of how the Nevada
County and Placer County transportaion planning agencies are putting forth grea efforts to improvethe
interregional trangortation sysem

BELL ROAD WIDENING IN AUBURN — Utilizing funds froma federal planning grant, NCTC,

PCTPA, and Cdtransconducted ajoint planning effort toandyze dtematives fortravd on SR49 fromNevada
County to the [-80 corridor. A recommendati on fromthisstudy targeted thewidening of Bell Road from1-80
totheWise Canal nearthe SR49jundion & akey short-termprovison to rdievesome | ocd traffic congesim
and improveciraulaion for commuters travding through North Auburn. The widening project now under
construction will make Bell Road afourlanelimited accessexpressway. The2.5 mileroad widening includes
mei ntaining the existing bi kel aneswithi ntheshoulders. Theproject commenced onApril 26" with Teichat
Condruction taking avery aggress veapproach to conpl eting mos of the constructi on work this surmmer,with
final paving and griping to be donein thesummer of 2003. The Bell Road widening projed is conpl eely
funded by the Placer County Traffic Mitigation Fee Program
(continued onpage 2)
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Upcoming NCTC Meeting

Thenext megting of the Nevada
County Transportation Com-
mission (NCTC) will be hdd
Wednesday, June 19, 2002 at
8:30 a.m., in the Grass Valley
City Council Chambers, 125
East Main Stregt, GrassValley,
CA.

“ Nevada Station” in Auburn

IMPROVEMENTS PLANNED
FOR AUBURN STATION

Have you ever admired the
“Nevada Station” on Nevada S. in
Aubum located near thetrdan depot?
Much to thesurprise of many people,
Nevada Station is not the train station
but an office buil ding. Pictured bd ow
is the Aubum “tran staion” which
consigs of a bustype shelter and a
porta-potty. “Lots of room for
improvement,” you say?

Plans for upgrading the Auburn
train gation have been submitted to
the City of Aubum for find review.

Auburn“ Train Staion”

(continued on page 3)




PCTPA/NCTC WORKING RELATIONSHIP (corntinued frompage 1)

SR 49 CORRIDOR STUDY ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS- After compldionofthe SR49 AlternaivesAndysis and pursuant to diredion
from the Joint Subaonmittee, resolutions were adopted by PCTPA and NCTC to pursue sl utions to enhance circul ation fromthe Nevada City/Grass
Valley areato Intersate80. In aldterof responsetoNCTC, Caltrans Digria 3Direcor Jody L onergan committed continued cooperaion and support
fromCaltransto dl thejuri sdidions along theHighway 49 corridorintheplanning and i mpl ementing of futurei mprovements. In additiontothewidairg
of Bell Road,NCTC, PCTPA, and Caltrans aresupporti ng safety and operaiond i mprovements ontheSR 49 segment between 1-80 and Dry Creek Roa
(whichind udeswidening nog of thi ssegment to six | anes); four4 aning of SR49 between Dry Creek and Wal f/Combi e Roads and eventudly up toGras
Valley; recongrudion of theBell Road/I-80 interchange; congtrudion of aconnedorroad beween Bdl Road and the Bowman Road/I-80i nterchape and
improvements tolocd roads adjacent to SR 49 in North Aubum.

The SR 49 safety and operaiond i mprovement project fromthe [-80interchangeto Dry Creek isnow schedul edto begin congrudionin FY 2004/G%
Alongwith thesesafety and operational i mprovementsto SR49, Placer County isgoingto constructimprovementsto aljacent local roadsto dlow locd
residents to meke trips within North Aubum without accessng SR 49. Professonal Drive and Willow Creek Road will both be extended to provide
additional accesstothe county offices. QuartzDrivewill be extended from SR 49 to Locksley L ane, and Edgenvood Road in the City of Aubum will be
extended to AltaMesaDrive. All of theseimprovements are designed to cormpli ment the operati ons and safety projed Caltrans is doingtohelp relieve
congedion in the North Aubum area.

Other methodssupported by NCTC and PCTPA to enhancetransportaion needs includepronmoti ng connute alternaiveson SR49 by publidzing
informeti on regarding van pod s, car pod s, and transit i nformation. Another commute aternaive, funded by Placer County, is a jnmuter busprogram
fromColfax to Sacramento that will start this fall. The commuter busprgject will be atwo year demongrati on projed using Placer County Congestion
Mitigaion and Air Quality funds. Therewill be tworoutes each morningand afternoon. Buseswill | eave Colfax and stop at park-and-ridelots d ong the
I-80 corridorinto Sacramento. Scheduleshave not been findized and cog for riderswill be based on thel ength of thetrip, but the actual cost hasnot bes
determinal ye. Placer County plansto put thisprojea out for bid fromaprivae contragorthis fall. They are estimetingthetotd cost for the servicewil
be approxi metely $200,000 peryear ind udinglead ng of thevehicles. The planned departure point for the routein Colfax is thestae park-and-ride lot
near Dingus MaGees restaurant. NCTCstaff will look i nto marketing thisservicein NevadaCounty andintothepaoss hility of coordinati ng Gold Caurtry
Stage routes, which connect at Colfax and Aubum, with thePlacer County commuter bus sewvice.

GOLD COUNTRY STAGE ROUTE 5-Thankstoafunding partnership between Nevada County and Placer County, Gold Country StageRouk
5 provides an express commuter i nter-city servicebetween Nevada City, GrassVall ey, and Aubum via SR49. Route5 makesfiveddly roundtrips d ong
the SR 49 corridor. Serviceis operaed Monday through Saturday, with southbound setviceoriginating at the Naiond Hotel transfer point inNevada
City,and northbound serviceoriginating & the JoeEl ders Transfer CenteronLinconWay in Aubum. Thelimited stops along thisexpress routeind ude
downtown Nevala City, downtown Grass Valley, AltaSierra, Lake of the Pines, Bel-Air Shopping Center, and downtown Auburn. Schelules are
coordinated beween Route 5and othertrandt systems andtransfers are free to and from A uburn Transt andPlacer County Transit routeswhichprovide
serviceintheAubum areaandto Rocklin, Rosevill e, and the Sacramento RT light rail sysem In Fiscal Y ear2000-2001 Gold Country StageRoute 5
provided 24,908 passengertrips.

SR 49 WIDENING PROJECT FROM WOLF/COMBIE ROADS INTOGRASS
VALLEY — At our May NCTC meeting, Karl Dreher of Caltrans reported they are currently
workingontheenvironmentd document for thefour | anewidening projedt. Cdtrans expedsto
conplete the project report and the environmentd document by July 2004. At the April
California Transportaion Conmission (CTC) meeting, funds were gproved for desgn and
right-of-way expenses for this projed. Caltransisworking dosely with theNCTC, Nevada
County, andtheCity of Grass Vall ey to coordinaelocal land useplanswith plans for widening
the SR 49 arridor.

MARTIS VALLEY COMMUNITY PLAN UPDATE - In the Fall of 1998, thePl acer
County Board of Supervisors authorized and diredted the Planning Department to initige an
updateofthel1975MartisValley General Plan. ThePlacer County Board of Supervisorssel eded
a citizen committee tha represented vaious property owners, sevice providers, and atizen
Sig(golsggﬁzofnigi\:\(ﬁm groups fromNorthstar and subdivisions inthenorthem portion of theplan area. This conmmittee

started working with thePl acer County Planning Department staffin 1999 and wasasked to asig
inthepreparati on of the Marttis Vall ey CommunityPlan to addressnew environmentd and sod oeconomi ¢ conditionsoftheMartisValley area,as wdl&
updatetheorigind Martis Valley Generd Plan gods and policies.

TheMartis Valeyis an areaof land measuring gpproxi metely 70 square miles. Thegeographiclocaioniswithin Placer and Nevada Courties,as
well as within the Town of Truckee's incomporaed limits. Although this community plan addressesthePlacer County portion of thevdley,itisbdng
prepared in away that recogni zesother juri i dions are affected by wha ocaurswithin thevaley. NCTC i smonitoring development of the Marti sValey
Comnunity Plan toinsure that future traffic from the Martis Valley will not exceed the capadty of the SR 267 Truckee Bypass currently under
construction and schedul ed to be openin 2002.

PHOTOS OF MARTIS VALLEY AND SR 267 TRUCKEE BYPASS

AUBURN STATION IMPROVEMENTS/CAPITOL CORRIDOR REPORT (continued frompage 1)

Amtrak, Capitol Corridor,thePublicUtilities Commission, and Union Padfic Railroad (UPRR) will thengivether find input. Thedty hopestogoouttc
bidby late June and begin congrudionthis summer. Plannedimprovementsind ude a40 space park-and-ridel ot, a200 foot | ong boarding pl atformwith
shdters, resroom sidevalk improvements,and atransit transfer center. Theorigind boarding plaformwas torn out when UPRRbui It thel ayover tradkic
housethetrainovemight, and ingalled thepower switchtha autometicdly movesthetranbetween thelayovertrack andthemain track. Rdl stations in
Colfax, Rocklin, and Rosevill e are a o undergoing renovations and i mprovementsto paking, shelters, and passenger amenities.

CAPITOL CORRIDOR UPDATE —PCTPA andNCTC are cormmi tted
to supporti ng theongoi ng deve opment of the Capital Corridor rdl service as a
atemative means of transportaion. PCTPA is a menber of the Capitad
Corridors Joint Powers Authority (CCPA), a consortium of transportati on
agendes representing eight counties that manage the Caitol Corridor rail
service beéween San Jose and Auburn. Amtrak operaesthis service. Placer
County serviceincludes aconnedor bus setvice fromReno, Colfax, and Gras:
Valley/Nevada Gty to theAubum rail sation. Auburn, Rocklin, and Roseville
havethe fastest growi ng ridership onthe Capitd Corridor, and that is with only
one round-trip train a day. The Capitd Corridor, & a whole, has increasad
ridership 40% between FY 1999/00 and 2000/01.

Currently the Capitol Corridortranleaves the Auburnation at 6:30 am
for its westbound trip. It travds through Sacramento, Davis, San Frand s
(Emeryville), Oakland; thetrip to San Jose continues by bus. The east-bound
train arrives badk in Auburn at gpproximetely 6:35 p.m Passengers may use
connector busesto Sacramentoiftheir neadsdo not cincide with these times.

Current boarding location for Auburn train station

The Capitd Corridor rail line just celebrated 10 years of service and is
recognized as the fastest growing passenger rail corridor in the naion. With
incressed cngegion dong the 1-80 coridor and the Bay Area freeways,
commuters havetumed to anmore relaxing and efficient way to ge to and from
work. While others sit in a gridod, commuters can work on their laptop
computers (modens are aval al €),have bresfast, wind down at theend of alag
day with a beverage, orjust enjoy acat nap. Trandt transfer passes are now
avail abl e to cnnecting trandt buses orlightrail lines. Passengers riding thetrain
from Placer County, known & the* CC Riders”, adudly hired aband for a S.
Patridk sDay party onthetrain andwere serenaded from Sacramento toAubum. | canitol Corridor Amtrak train cominginto Auburn station
It makes you wonderwha you are missing by not riding thetrain!

Draft business plans for the Cepital Corridor for 2002/03 through 2003/04 ind ude such desired i mprovements asanincressein the totd numbe of
roundtriptrainsbetween O&land and Sacramento fromninetotwelve aday. Expand on fromoneto fourtransto Roseville,and twotrans to Auburnby
2003/04isds intheplan. Pecid eventtrans arednindudedinthe draft plans,such as winterweekendtrainsup to Trudee and/or Reno by 2003/04.
In patnership with the CCIPA, PCTPA and NCTC areworking to fund agrategic plan for extending the Capitol Corridor serviceto the Reno area.

NCTC and PCTPA staff will disauss thisprgect with the TNT/TMA, Truckee Chanber, and other potentia partners in the Tahoe/ Trudk ee area.

WINTER SHUTTLE SERVICE PROVIDES A WAY OF “GETTING TO WORK WITHOUT A CAR’

Working through the TNT/TMA (TruckeeNorth TahodTrangortation Management
Assndation), The Town of Truckee, Nevada County, Placer County, andtheNorth L &e Tahoe
Resort Assodation funded the operation of a winter shuttl e service. This winter sevice was
originaly envisioned as ameans of getting ski areaenployeesto thar jobs without vehicles tc
provide more parking spaces for guests. However guest ridership hasincressed § gnificantly ove
the past threeyears. The service operates beween Novenber and April, during the pek i
seaon, andind udesthree routes: RouteA fromSugar Bowl totheTruckeeDepot, Route Bfrom
the TrudkeeDepot to Northgar Ki Resort, and Route C fromNorthstar Ski Resort to KingsBeath
with connectionstothe Tahoe AreaRepid Transt (TART). In1998/99 the threeroutes carried €
total of 28,742 passengers. During 1999/2000ridershipincressedto 39,177. In2000/01 ridership
was43633, and in2001/02 ridership had increased to 45405. 1n2001/02 enpl oy eeswere62 5%
of theridership and guess were26.8% of theridership.

In an effort to enhance access to jobs in the L &ke Tahoe region, PCTPA hasbeen awarded ¢
Catrans grant and has contraded with TNT/TMA to prepare a public trangt sewice
implementation plan for job access in the Trudkee/North Lake Tahoe area. This project will
produce animpl ementati on planfor atwo-way publictrangt servicebetween Trucked North Lae
Tahoe and Reno, Nevada. The plan will analyze current red dentia transit needs and enployee
needs; assess aommuter, visitor, and other trangt needs; organize aregional public/private
stekeholder working group; and provide an implementation schedul e for recommended trangt
services. As a dakeholder inthisinterregiona projed, NCTC is providing a portion of the
metching funds for the Cdtrans grant.

Truckee Trolley
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